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Sincere gratitude
Good morning, everyone. My name is Tsuyako Nakamura. I’ m an associate professor of the Faculty of Global Communications
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First of all, let me start by extending my gratitude to Doshisha University Center for Christian Culture, including assistant Professor Mei Miki, Mr. Ayao Hirano
and other people organizing the Chapel Hour, for this opportunity. I also thank Professor Deborah Foreman-Takano at the Faculty of Global Communications, who is a
member of this Center’ s Committee this year, and kindly chose me to speak here
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I am so grateful to spend this moment with you today. It is more than a pleasure for me to share my little story, titled “Dreams and Little Miracles.” It is
about some little miracles that I experienced in pursuing my studies in the U.S
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Encounter with my host family

It all started with an encounter with my wonderful host family in San Diego in southern California. The first opportunity for me to visit the United States was a
summer homestay program of my Alma Mater, Omi Brotherhood Senior High School. Everything was new and stimulating: a big highway with five lanes with fast-driving
cars, one car per each family member, a huge refrigerator, and swimming pool at my host family’ s beautiful home. My American father gave directions to a gardener in
Spanish. The American standard of living was much higher than the Japanese, and everything was fascinating. The Murphy family-- the dynamic father, thoughtful
mother, their children and their relatives——, all inspired me. I fell in love with the country, dreaming of working across the Pacific some day in the future
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Dreaming study abroad

After the homestay, I would always dream of going back there to study. But I did not know how. I felt like it was a dream within a dream. The dollar was much
stronger: probably $1=280 ven at that time. I only dreamed about study abroad in the U.S., reading Wizard of 0z, Love Story, Ambassador Mansfield” s memoir, and so
on
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I became a college student, majoring in English at Doshisha Women’ s College of Liberal Arts. One day, I found a best-seller called America Ryuugaku Saishin Joho at
the college bookstore. It was written by a professor at a private university in Osaka, and talked about what was necessary to be enrolled in an American college. It
was then that I learned about G.P.A., as this acronym was not so common back then in Japan. The higher the G.P.A., the easier it was to study abroad and average 4.0
was desirable-—naturally. But not being a good student, I was shocked to learn this, and immediately bought the best-seller, and read it over and over, and began to
be more serious about studying. I focused on improving my English at school as well as at an interpreting school, while keeping my jobs as a medical secretary
shrine maiden, English tutor, and occasional interpreter.
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Volunteer interpreter

After graduating from college, I became a high school English teacher. In my free time, I tried to put myself in global activities. I served as a liaison for AFS
(American Field Service) to assist international students, homestaying in Japanese homes, and also attended an open English conversation circle at a restaurant
where you could join freely and enjoy English conversation with one another.
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One day a Rotarian came to this conversation circle, and noticed me. As I was so actively engaged in a conversation, he thought I might be of help to a Rotary
meeting he was organizing. He was looking for an interpreter to serve for this meeting
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Upon his request, 1 accepted the volunteer interpreting work, as it sounded interesting. But on the day before the meeting, I had a fever, and became sick and
weak. I saw a doctor, and had an i.v
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Still, on the following day I served as an interpreter, and fortunately the Rotary meeting turned out to be a success. The M.C., who was an economics professor at
a private university in Kyoto, thoughtfully acknowledged the interpreter at the end, which was very rewarding for me
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A miraculous encounter

After the meeting, the professor kindly invited me to his home party along with other people involved. Actually, I wanted to go home immediately because I still
felt feverish. But because of this nice offer, I went anyway for a short time
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This changed my life. Meeting him “for the first time” , I introduced myself, and was asked about my background. Then the professor said on the spot, “Ms
Nakamura, you seem to study English hard. Are you interested in studying in the U.S.? The Rotary International Foundation offers a scholarship. If you like, I can
recommend you.”
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Out of the blue
(It was out of the blue!) It was like a dream, sounding like God’ s voice to me, because I had always longed for studying in the States over the years since my
high school days. But the chance to study abroad was not for everyone. So, I replied without a second thought, “Yes, I would love to go to the States!”
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“God of study abroad”
After a while, when preparing for the application, chatting with this professor, I incidentally mentioned the best-seller on studying in the U.S. that I

enthusiastically read several years before. Then he said, “Oh, it’ s my book.” “Pardon me?” 1 replied, “The author is a young professor at a private university
in Osaka.”  “Oh, it" s my old picture and profile,” said the professor. - - - It was then that I realized that this Rotarian counsellor was the author of the book
with a nickname, “God of Study Abroad.” What a little miracle it was to encounter him years later
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Dreams come true

Everything went smoothly after that. Rotary International Foundation’ s application, interviews, and winning the scholarship, I was admitted to Monterey Institute
of International Studies in California, and had an incredibly wonderful life through encounters with precious people, including my best friend there. My dreams came
true with the support and guidance from all the people around me
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Fascinated by women’ s labor issues

After graduating, I was enrolled in the Graduate School of American Studies of Doshisha University, and was fascinated by women’ s labor issues. One of the works
that triggered my interest was a book called Women and the Economic Miracle, written by an associate professor at the University of Chicago.
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I was inspired to be a researcher of women’ s labor issues, and went on to study at the University of California, Santa Barbara as an exchange student from
Doshisha. But upon returning to Japan, there were no full-time positions available. It was quite a challenge seeking a position with no full-time employment
guaranteed, and those years seeking a position was one of the toughest times in my life. But the chance came later. After several years of my graduate study while
working in other careers, I fortunately received a chance to join Doshisha University
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Another miracle

I am now at the Faculty of Global Communications, engaged in teaching, different duties, and doing research on women’ s labor issues. I am active between Japan and
the United States, just as I hoped when I was younger. From 2009 to 2010 on my sabbatical leave, I had the opportunity to stay in the States and did research as a
Fulbright visiting scholar at Stanford University and Harvard University.
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It was another little miracle that I was accepted at Harvard. One of the professors at the Sociology Department gave me the chance to be a visiting scholar there
and she was the author of the book that inspired me in my graduate school days long time before! She transferred from Chicago to Harvard. Isn’ t this another
miracle? I am very grateful for it. (Coincidentally, Harvard University was one of the locations for my favorite book Love Story that I read in high school as well.)
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ALL the things I adored



Over the years, I have been engaged in various activities. For instance, I obtained a chance to give a talk at the Mansfield Foundation, and was engaged in the
U.S.-Japan exchanges, such as programs to promote women’ s advancement, supported by the U.S. Department of State and encouraged and acknowledged by Ambassador
Caroline Kennedy.

FDENZTARTH

AFEEDM., FAFTHEIFWEBITRBL TS H UL, HIXIE. YR T« —ILREEITOFEEY. BARROKEERBAEETT YOS 1Y - TRXT A KEHNSHMEZIF. HE
xRV REERBED OIS L ERBY FT,
Where my dreams began

At Doshisha University, I belong to the division which holds study programs, and I had a chance to be responsible for summer programs of Stanford University and
Guelph University in the past. Now I am for another one in San Diego, where my host family lives, and where my dreams began
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Connecting the dots

It was just like “connecting the dots” , as Mr. Steve Jobs said in his address at Stanford University’ s commencement in 2005. He said, < you can’ t
connect the dots looking forward; you can only connect them looking backwards. So you have to trust that the dots will somehow connect in your future.”
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You didn’ t know what the picture would look Llike, but you find the meaning later. Thanks to my teachers, friends, and American family, with whom I still stay in
touch over the decades, I am where I dreamed of being.
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More opportunities, more dreams

God has given me more opportunities than I could imagine, and is ready to present me with further more now and in the future. Life is wonderful. God has led me to
see a series of little miracles in life. Thanks to you, my dreams have come true with miracles, and more dreams will be realized in the future. Thank you, everyone
for sharing my dreams and little miracles today. May God bless you!
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