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Amherst was badly in need of a chapel. In the College’s early and penurious days,
people working in what would now be called the Advancement Office were no
slouches. They caught wind of a carpenter in Pelham named Adam Johnson, who,
having neither wife nor children, had saved up a small fortune.

None other than Samuel Fowler Dickinson, Amherst backer and prominent
lawyer, made frequent visits to the dying man. Persuasive in his pitch, he drafted
Johnson a new will bequeathing $4,000 to the College—and promising a churchly
legacy in return. When Johnson died [in |823], news of the impressively large
bequest appeared in newspapers as far away as Virginia.
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(Nancy Pick, Eye | Mind | Heart: A View of Amherst College at 200, Amherst
College, 2020, p. 63.)
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As the eighteenth century drew to a close, religion in New England had become
increasingly polarized: the liberal Unitarian interest centered in Boston at
Harvard; the conservative Trinitarians . . . were gathered in the west. Harvard’s
defection from the faith was formalized in | 805, when a Unitarian was appointed
to the Hollis Chair of Divinity. Standing against Harvard were staunch Trinitarian
bastions of Yale, Dartmouth, Willioms—and, eventually, Amherst College.
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(Cynthia Griffin Wolff, Emily Dickinson, with Foreword by R. W. B. Lewis, Perseus,
1988, p. 15.)
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